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Well, the TAPR THC-2 has been shipped, and 
at this point, it looks like the best buy 
around. I know of six or eight local 
packeteers who got their names on the ship 
list, and several have already gotten 
theirs put together and are happily using 
then. 


As you have undoubtedly heard, there has 
been a lot of racket about packet radio 
recently. Many have questioned the amount 
of attention that packet radio has 
received recently. Is this just another 
mode like slow-scan television and RTTY -- 
or is it really worth all the fuss and 
attention it has received? 


Although the mode has been used a lot in 
this area for rag chewing, conversation is 
about the poorest use of this mode. 
Unless you have some special terminal 
program for your computer, you can not use 
packet the same way you would use RTTY. 
When you start to enter a message for 
transmission, the Terminal Node Controller 
(TNC) will stop sending anything to your 
terminal until: 1) you press ENTER or 2) 
your text message exceeds the packet 
length you have selected. This is 
typically 128 characters. Why is this a 
problem? Well, imagine the following: 
You are connected to W4XXX and he asks you 
a question. While you are responding, he 
realizes that he has another related 
question, or clarification of his previous 
question. Before you can finish your 
reply, he sends the additional question to 


you. Your TNC receives the second 
question, but doesn't send it to your 
terminal because you are in the process of 
typing in a _ response to the first 
question. When you finally get around to 
sending your reply (either CR or 128 
characters), he isn't sure whether this is 
a response to his first or second 
question. Now, I know this is not too 
easy to follow, but you could readily see 
the problem if you were to try rag chewing 
on packet. 


I don’t mean to be negative about packet 
radio. As a matter of fact, I think it is 
the brightest spot on the Amateur radio 
horizon, but it is not, in my opinion. a 
good mode for rag-chew type QSOs. What is 
4t good for, then? Ah -- that fs what I 
really do want to talk about. Where do I 
start... How about message traffic? Many 
experienced traffic handlers have been 
predicting for some time that packet radio 
methods will first supplement, then 
replace traffic nets as we iknow them. 
Some of the most avid supporters of this 
idea are seasoned traffic handlers who are 
currently active in the National Traffic 
System. One of these is Gil Frey, K4JST, 
in the Virginia section. Gil is currently 
the manager of fourth region (4RN) net. 


Gil also has a shorter range plan that is 
near and dear to my heart. He wants to 
see all the Amateur Radio Club Newsletter 
editors on the east coast on packet radio 
so we can share (via pecket transfer) 
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articles for the newsletters. One good 
PBBS (Packet Bulletin Board System) 
accessible to all of us via EastNet will 
do this trick. I have already published 
several articles received via packet radio 
in this column. This idea works! Another 
very popular idea is the transfer of 
computer programs via packet. This has 
been done very heavily in the Wake county 
area by many of us. As the newer (more 
portable) languages become more popular, 
we will be seeing a lot more of this use 
for packet radio. 


There have been a number of articles 
written about the use of packet radio in 
emergency situations. Perhaps the most 
notible to date was during the devastating 
fires in California. There have been some 
preliminary plans made in Wake county to 
use packet for similar purposes. 


What do these different uses for packet 
radio have in common? They all are uses 
which require absolute accuracy in 


transmission. Transmission 
great in packet radio 
point error-free copy 
received as 2a result. Noise bursts that 
wipe out an occasional character in RTTY 
or CW don't cause much trouble in everyday 
rag chewing, but they surely will play 
havoc with a computer program or an 
important emergency message to a 
government official. 
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Is packet radio something you would like 
to get involved in? Only if you want to 
be involved in the further development of 
“the brightest spot in Amateur radio” 
today, or you want to use your radio 
equipment to transfer perfect copy files 
and text to another station. 


I will admit to “rag chewing” almost 
nightly on 145.010 MHz via packet radio, 
and I do enjoy doing so. Buty ine ary 
humble opinion, this is just not the best 


mode for that -type of operation. i 
welcome other opinions and comments. 


Ed Stephenson, AB4S 
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NEWSLETTER CORRECTION: 

wo months of Minutes of RARS meetings were 
printed in the September issue. They were 
erroneously labled June and July. The minutes 
were correct, but they were minutes for the 
meetings of July and August. 


The regular monthly meetin 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 
Septermber 4, 98a, Se 
Presbyterian Church, S «a 
Street. Vice President Murray) 
W6EKNVZ, welcomed the rmembers and g 
to cur September meeting, and 
introduced our evening’s progra 

Dave Wood, WB4KPD Oftan, United 
Telespectrum gave an excellent progr 
on .Cél lular ikadao. 
Pres:cent Bruce Eggers, WASNEW, opened ~ 
the business portion of the meeting & 
after a fine program presentation. “4 


noted that nominationa were 
required to be posted for the offices 

of President and Secretary at the 4 
October meeting, and that in addition, 
two c:irector positiona will need to be 


Bruce 


filied due to AA4L stepping down as 

training director, and WD4LXR moving 
to Fayetteville and leaving the = 
office of.? Public Service Director 


open. The latter position of Public ~ 
Service Director is now vacant until 
January, and anyone interested in 
filling the empty post is encouraged 
to come forward. Bob Corns accepted 
the job of chairing the Nominations 


Committee. 


The Conatitution and Bylawa committee 
under the chairmanship of Bill Feehan, 
WB4EOV, ia atill looking for input. 
Those intereated in the direction of 
RARS are encouraged to give their 
input. 


Bruce reported that RARS is looking 
forward to the possibility of 
maintaining both meeting and training 
facilitiea at the Red Crosaa building 
sonetine after their planned 
expansion. This will probably 
be sometime next year. 


We can be proud that through RARS 
involvement, Cellular One is looking 
to provide the Red Cross with cellular 


Minutes Continued-- 
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mobile telephonea for their mobile 
dialysis treatment van. 

Jack, WB4MCU, will be looking for 
volunteers to help man the Red Cross 
booths at the state fair. Members 
should expect to be contacted soon for 
their help. 


Bob, AA4L, noted that the QCWA is 
holding their National Convention the 


last weekend in September in Winston-, 


Salen. Those who are interested may 
use the opportunity to attend. 


Their being no further business, the 
meeting was closed with the drawing of 
door prizes. 


Roger Moates, W3EZR 
Secretary, RARS 
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by 
Al Mullis, K4GOE 


The old expression “that's a hard 
act to follow" is one that comes to 
mind when Jeff and I ponder the 
task ahead in organizing the 1986 
edition of the Raleigh Hamfest. 
However by the fact that the 1985 
edition was as successful as it was 
in fact means that we will have a 
larger crowd this year even before 
it was chosen as an ARRL hamfest. 
Therefore, we have the prospect of 
really setting our stake in the 
ground as one of the significant 
hamfests in the area, while retain- 
ing an important goal as _ the 
friendliest. 


All this happens, unfortunately, 
only with a lot of hard work. And 
Jeff and I, as workers with last 
years success, were both taken with 
how the members came forward and 
helped. Well, this year is no 
exception, and with the prospects 
of having an even bigger gathering 
with more offerings, we need your 
help. If you can help us by heading 
up a committee, please let us know. 
But just as important, if you will 
help us as a committee worker let 
us know that and we will heox you 
up with a committee head or if you 
have a preference, we will honor 
that too. I have listed at the 
bottom of this article the commit- 
tees we have identified so far and 
any marked with an asterisk (*) 
have chairmen. 


This club is more _ fortunate than 
many in the fact it has people very 
willing to help. Please let Jeff or 
I know if you can give your club a 
hand. Thanks, and 73 


Al K4GOE 
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by Bruce Eggers, WASWEW 


President, RARS | 
CQ FROM CAMP EASTER IN IYHE PINES 


NF4P and WAQNEW spent the better 
part of a beaitifyl Saturday at the 
above named Camp staging a demon- 
stration of Amatenr Radio for some 
handicapped children and their 
family members. One highlight: 
While taking questions fron the 
floor, one youngster, who seemed 
quite interested, wanted to know 
if we were amatenrs, what wonld 

it take to become a professional. 
I'd guess I still haven't heard 
‘em all! A few folks seemed to be 
very interest apo Who knows? 


NOVICE CLASS. GRADUATES ONE! 


Gradiates one! Is that all? 

Well, so far. Bunt that was after 

only two class meetings! Christian 

Peter, a visitor from Austria, 

ook the Novice test from N4SW 

ter two class A ek sapdy and 

ssed. I'd gyess Christian has 

> ona fair “amonnt of work other 

than what was covered in class. 

A total of 23 have enrolled so far 

and at least one more has indicated 

he'll attend starting next week. 
-t1/ 3 


NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT 


to re 


K4MC feels confident his committee 
will have a fnll slate of candidates 
to present to the membership at the 
October meeting. Don't forget, 
election time is coming! 


WELCOME TO PACKET RACKET 


If things have gone according to 
plan, you noticed a difference on 
the first page. We haven't fired 
W4TZU and his 'Leading Edge'. it's 
just that Sherm had other demands 
on his time. Conveniently, AB4S 
offered Packet Racket. What better 
article to pnt on page one? Soa 
big RARS welcome to what we hope 
will become a regnlar colnmn and 
certainly a part of the Leading 
Edge. (Even if it does go to the 
inside pages in the future.) 


NOTICE 


supporting serio a one of ou 
Carolina to North Caroline. New 


"and telephone number is as follvaeeien 


G.1.5.M.0. Communications & “hi 
3401 South Boulevard 
Charlotte, NC 28209 
Tel. (704)523-7003 


UPGRADE UPDATE 


see 
The next scheduled upgrade exams 
in Raleigh will be held on Oct. 
27. Call John, WM4P, at 834-5001. 


Would you like to see walk-in 
upgrade exams available at every 
RARS meeting? Are yon willing 
to help? Contact KN4G. 


LARGEST AR.R.L. SELECTION 
© LoGBooKs, MESSAGE BLANKS, WALL MAPS 
® LICENSE PLATES, PATCHES, NECKTIES 
® BOOKS AND oe MAGAZINE 


COMPLETE WITH SPEAKERS 
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at the fancy rigs some young hams have,or 
even | PMebiapizacce, who haven't even got a li- 


De aiee teteT wonder how many of those cellophaned 


beauties get on the air.A good way for a ham to 


_ get started is, I believe, to build himself his 
own transmitter.If not, then use a fairly simple 


unsophisticated rig in the beginning."Dipping the 
needle" was a good way to learn-a lot about tun- 
ing, matching , and proper grounding.But maybe 
Starting out with a $1K rig is OK. However, the 
same tried and true procedures should be follow- 
ed----unless one wants to buy a new rig every 
day.First off, do not be in too big of a hurry 
to plug in the AC and close that plate switch. 
Many of the manuals today say to skip the hard 
reading and go to page 15 to get right on the 
air. Perihaps that will work today but maybe 
tomorrow you will pay for skipping those other 
pages, that told you about precautions to follow, 
what NEVER to do and so forth. In any case there 
is much to do before trying to transmit.Make sure 
your prize is grounded, using a short length of 
heavy wire.Too long, you may have yourself an 
antenna. Too thin, it may evaporate when the 
first surge of current hits it.Terminate the 
wire at a stake six feet long driven into the 
ground until it all but disappears.You may 

need to start off with a hole and use a sledge- 
hammer, but get a good ground. The old cold water 
pipe is OK and that may be the only way you have 
to go,but outdoor stakes are better.Now your an- 
tenna. Maybe you bought one. Well, for a novice 
you will have missed one of the thrills of gett- 
ing into amateur radio. When you cut your own 
dipole, string it up, solder the connections, 
and then hear good signals, you can pop your 
chest way up. You did it yourself. So now you 
have a good antenna, cut to the correct length, 
fed to your transmission line(50 or 75 ohms) 

and certain to get you a low SWR.But you are 

not gping to use this antenna to load up your 
transmitter. You know better;you are going to 
use a dummy load. Light bulbs are not the best 
way to go but they're better than loading up 
-ouethe air”. 

Now you have "done your homework" and have a 
better chance of making you rig work right the 
first time. By taking your time and planning 
ahead, you can be more certain of enjoying 

many QSOs before you have to troubleshoot a 


faulty piece of equipment.No rigs last fore « 
ever! * eke kA RK KKK RR KKK KKK KKH 
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Something has been said about not being 


so eager with hamming that family ties 
are not neglected or other major res- 
ponsibilities.That may go for any type 
running, flying, stamp 
collecting ,maybe even your job(then they 
call it "workaholicism").This gets into 
the aretof allocating one'atime efficient- 
ly.All this philosophy is most salubrious. 
However, let's explore some other aspects 
£ the situation. A Sunday School teach- 
er teaches 30 or 40 youngsters every 
Sunday. He tries to keep little minds 
concentrated on the Bible stories he 
is telling so that the tots can learn 
something about the Good Book and the 
decent way to live. Rainy days come--- 
raincoats must be taken off and put 
back on. Some days a teacher does 
not show up.Frantic calls are made for 
help. The wom@én with no or one child is 
too busy to help;one with 5 or 6 kids 
is the one who fills in.Now to Boy 
Scouts.The Scoutmaster always goes on 
the hikes.("He likes to hike;I'm too 
busy'')He arranges Courts of Honor, he 
plans cookouts and other manner of Sccut 
recreation, he cleans up the church or 
schnoolroom after the meeting.After a 
few months of hiking, he asks for hel>c. 
He gets none. I, radio clubs, the same 
people do all the work.The same "other 
people" have "other plans", "cannot 
be bothered"etc. Now it becomes clear 
that all these people have responsibilities, 
all have families, all have problems, 
ail could offer excuses all the time, 
BUT they all don't. One group, the 902, 
dump on the workers, the 10%. So why 
werk? Good question.Perhaps some of us 
dc not enjoy the half-throttle,si- ie 
minded excuses, dodging the hard ones, 


orskimming the cream off milk. Nuff 
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Ron Oates, AA4VK, and Bert Carter, WA4TLI, 

will operate from the Caribbean Island of 

St. Lucia over the CQ World Wide Phone 

Contest weekend from October 22 through 

October 28. Call signs will have a J6 

prefix. 

PS. Ron is looking for a light weight 

amp which could be carried on the 
plane to borrow or rent. 


A FAIR AFFAIR 


I'm not sre how many years we've 
been meeting like this, bit it's 
certainly a RARS affair. For the 
newcomers to RARS, we're talking 
abort the North Carolina State 

Fair. For nine days, from Oct. 

18 throvgh the 26th, American Red 
Cross volunteers provide first- ' 
aid and emergency medical assistance 
to fair-goers. A lot of those folks 
will volunteer 40 to 60 hours of 
their time to helping the pblic 
d.oring those few days. RARS helps 
those who help by covering their 
Comminications Center as many 

nonrs as we can. That frees their 
people to do what they're trained 


to do. We're trained to comm inicate. 


Now, the problem is that while we 
only need one six-hour shift from 
only abont 20% of onr members, we 
don't even come close to that. 

Only abort one ont of ten RARS 
members s:pport this annval activ- 
ity. So we sypplement the roster 
with »nlicensed 'helpers', some 

few members work two or more shifts, 
sometimes we just don't cover the 
hours we're committed for. And we 
commit ourselves for less than half 
of the time the center is needed. 
The other hours the Red Cross mst 
‘se their own people. 


Can yon help even if yon don't 
have a license? You're 'only' a 
Noviee?2, You rexudornecoouin. you 
can! WE NEED HELP. This IS Part 
97.11 Read the paragraph abont the 
‘reservoir of trained operators'] 
Part 97.1 explains why the nations 
of the world agree to set aside 
significant portions of an inval- 
yable international resource, the 
radio frequency spectrium, so we 
can have fun playing chessjawing 
with good ol' Joe down in Podnnk, 
or whatever we wish to do anytime 
our hearts desire. 


PAY YOUR DUES! Call Jack, W34MCU, 
876-0998. HELP THOSE WHO HELP. 
(Besides, it's fun. Ask Jack.) 


BONES 


The body of almost every organiza- 
tion has*bour kinds»of bones) = eee 


: ae 


The WISHBONES, who spend all their 
time wishing someone else would do 
all of the work. ~ 


The JAWBONES, who do all the talking 
but very little else. toe 


The KNUCKLEBONES, who knock every- 
thing anybody else tries to do. 


The BACKBONES, who get under the 
load and do most of the work. 


(de Durham FN Assoc.) 


HELP WANTED 


Part time electronic parts counter sales. 
Electronic knowledge helpful but not re- 
quired. Apply in person only. No phone 
calls. Womack/Knight Electronics. See 
Dave, KB40KB, for interview - 1918 Wake 
Forest Road. 


“HERE 18 THE SUGAR WE OWE YOU, AND MA 

SAYS CAN SHE BORROW YOUR HEAD PHONES 

AND B BATTERY. WE'RE GONA HAVE COMP’NY 
TONIGHT” 


de "Redio Brosdcast" 


Pyavalscbservam y an tern 

Western Union': Stine bar in New York city aT to 

‘ate Standard Railway Time, it did so in response to 

nal telegraphed from the U.S. Naval Observatory 240 

6 away in Washingon, D.C. At the instant the ball 

oped, Western Union flashed a time-signal across the 

Suntry over its network of telegtaph “ines. 

meee time, the Naval Observatory and Westen Union 

graph Company had already been partners in distributing 

ic time for almost 20 years. In 1865 the two 

anizations had teamed up to distribute. time to the city 

BE Washington. By 1869 the Observatory was transmitting 

time to the B&O Railroad over the railway's own 

_ telegraphlines and to other southern railtoads over Western 

Union's. In April 1877, Western Union initiated its 

— mational time service, with Washington, D.C. time, 

_ determined at the Naval Observatory, telegraphed for a fee 
to American cities of 20,000 or more inhabitants. In 

_ September of the same year, Western Unions's New York City 
headquarters at 195 Broadway began dropping a time ball 
daily at noon. After 1886, Western Union's time service 
delivered both time and timepieces. A national system of 
subscribers - buisnesses and public institutions of all 
sorts - received time signals from Westen Union on clocks 
rented from the Self-Winding Clock Company of Brooklyn, New 
York. Western Union's other partner in the venture. Master 
clocks in Westen Union offices automatically corrected the 
subscribers‘ clocks every hour on the hour. 

The result of the collaboration between the Naval 
Observatory and Western Union was the nationwide 
distribution of a single uniform time. The low cost of 
Western Union's service quickly drove the competing time 
sevices of private observatories out of business. 
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RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY. INC. 
P.O. BOX 17124 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27619 
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W4TZU, SHERMAN STARNES 
, BOX 99 ) 
FRANKLINTON no 27525 


THE FAIR IS COMING! 
"HELP THOSE WHO HELP" 
CALL WB4MCU or WASNEW 


Galendar 


Oct. 2 - Regular RARS Meeting 
116 S. Salisbury St. 


Oct. 4-6 - ARRL Nat'] Convention 
Louisville, KY 


Oct. 10 - RARS Exciter copy deadline 
Oct. 13 - Maysville, NC Hamfest 


Oct. 16 - RARS Advisory Board Meeting 
7:30 pm, NCSU Faculty Club 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 at 
First Presbyterian Church, 116 S. Salisbury Street 
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Oct. 18-26 - NC State Fair 
RARS/Red Cross Service Proje 


Oct. 19, 20 - Boy Scout Jamboree 
on the air 


Oct. 21 - Cut-off Date Amateur Exan 
Raleigh, NC 


Oct 26, 27 -CQ WW Contest - Phone 


Oct. 26 - Amateur Radio Exams-Rale- 


